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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 4553 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SP 

SUBJECT: FRANCO'S HOSPITALIZATION 
REF: (A) MADRID 4490; (B) MADRID 4420 

1. SUMMARY. FRANCO STILL IN HOSPITAL BUT MAY BE RELEASED 
TODAY OR DURING NEXT FEW DAYS. HE MAY NOT, IN ANY EVENT, 
ATTEND JULY 18 NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AND MAY REQUIRE MORE 
THAN USUAL REST DURING SUMMER MONTHS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FRANCO DID NOT LEAVE HOSPITAL JULY 16, DESPITE WIDESPREAD 
SPECULATION HE WOULD, AND REMAINS IN HOSPITAL TODAY. 

3. IT POSSIBLE FRANCO MIGHT LEAVE HOSPITAL TODAY, AND IN ANY 
EVENT IT CONSIDERED LIKELY HE WILL LEAVE HOSPITAL DURING 
NEXT FEW DAYS, AT LATEST BY WEEKEND. 

4. FRANCO'S PERSONAL PHYSICIAN, DR. VICENTE GIL, SAID YES- 
TERDAY FRANCO WAS WELL ENOUGH TO LEAVE HOSPITAL, BUT THAT 
HIS DOCTORS PREFERRED FOR FRANCO TO REMAIN IN HOSPITAL 
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SOMEWHAT LONGER UNTIL HE WAS FULLY RECOVERED. 
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5. IN ANY EVENT, FRANCO MAY NOT ATTEND TRADITIONAL NATIONAL 
DAY RECEPTION AT LA GRANJA ON JULY 18, IN WHICH CASE 
PRINCE JUAN CARLOS WOULD ACT IN HIS PLACE AND RECEIVE DIP 
LOMATIC CORPS AND GOVERNMENT AT LA GRANJA ON FRANCO'S BEHALF. 
SHOULD FRANCO REMAIN IN HOSPITAL BEYOND TODAY, IT MAY PART- 
IALLY BE TO PROVIDE MORE SOLID EXCUSE FOR HIS NOT ATTENDING 
JULY 18 RECEPTION, SINCE IT MIGHT MERELY AROUSE FURTHER 
SPECULATION REGARDING STATE HIS HEALTH IF HE WERE TO RETURN 
HOME AND NOT ATTEND GOS' MOST IMPORTANT ANNUAL RECEPTION. 

6. ACCORDING JOSE MARIA ARMERO, USUALLY WELL-INFORMED 
JOURNALIST AND LAWYER, FRANCO IS INDEED SUFFICIENTLY RECOV- 
ERED TO STROLL AROUND HOSPITAL AND RESUME MANY ACTIVITIES, 

AND HIS PHLEBITIS HAS DIMINISHED CONSIDERABLY. HOWEVER, 

ARMERO CLAIMS THAT THE CONDITION HAS NOT ENTIRELY DISAPP- 
EARED AND THAT FRANCO WILL REQUIRE MUCH REST DURING SUMMER 
AND WILL NOT BE ABLE RESUME NORMAL FULL SCHEDULE OF ACT- 
IVITIES DURING THIS PERIOD. 

7. IT ALSO UNCERTAIN WHETHER FRANCO WILL BE ABLE FOLLOW 

HIS NORMAL SUMMER PATTERN WHEREBY HA SPENDS SEVERAL WEEKS 
AT HIS GALICIAN RETREAT NEAR LA CORUNA PLUS ONE WEEK AT 
SUMMER CAPITAL OF SAN SEBASTIAN. HOWEVER, HE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE ABLE TO GET MORE REST IN HIS SUMMER PLACE IN 
GALICIA THAN AT PARDO IN MADRID. 

8. THERE HAVE BEEN MANY AND CONTRADICTORY RECENT RUMORS 
THAT FRANCO WAS PREPARING TO ISSUE DECREES TRANSFERRING 
CERTAIN POWERS TO JUAN CARLOS. AND PERHAPS EVEN PRO- 
VIDING FOR HIS CORONATION AS KING. HOWEVER, THESE HAVE 
SUBSIDED WITH FRANCO'S IMPROVED HEALTH, WHAT APPEARS 
LIKELY IS THAT SOME SUCH DECREES MAY HAVE BEEN PREPARED, 
PRESUMABLY WITH APPROVAL AND UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FRANCO, 

AS PART OF CONTINGENCY PLANS. 

RIVERO 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL CARE, INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 JUL 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MADRID04553 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 93-0437 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740742/aaaabjox.tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: (A) MADRID 4490; (B) MADRID 4420 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 APR 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <27 MAR 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRANCO'S HOSPITALIZATION 

TAGS: PINT, SP, (FRANCO BAHAMONDE, FRANCISCO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




